Ji6     THE  REMAKING OF MODERN EUROPE
Aix-la-Chapelle (1818), Troppau (1820), Laibach (1821) and
Verona (1822).
Until 1818 France was excluded from the Committee of
the Great Powers ; but in the history of the European re-
THE RESTORA- act^on ** *s France which must first claim our
TION IN           attention. Not because France dominates
FRANCE           Europe, as she had done in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, but because the clearly marked
' periods' in French history and its outstanding ' crises '
afford the best clue to the bewildering maze of continental
history during the nineteenth century.
Between 1815 and 1900 France tried five distinct con-
stitutional experiments : (i) 1815-1830, the restored Bour-
bon monarchy under Louis XVIII (1815-1824) and Charles
X (1824-1830), ending in the' July ' Revolution ; (ii)' con-
stitutional ' monarchy under the House of Orleans (1830-
1848), ending in the Revolution of 1848; (iii) the second
Republic (1848-1852); (iv) the second Napoleonic Empire
(1852-1870); and (v) the third Republic (1870). But it
happens that the French Revolutions of 1830, of 1848 and
1870 mark, not for France only but for Europe at large,
epochs of first-rate importance. Lucidity, therefore, im-
pels us to deal first with France.
Louis XVIII was at the time of his first restoration an
old gentleman of fifty-nine (b. 1755), and so fat and gouty
that he could not sit a horse.   Endowed with
LOUIS XVIII                ,                                              ,,          .,,          , , .
much more common sense than either of his
brothers (Louis XVI and the Count of Artois), he realized
from the outset the impossibility of reviving the prae-revolu-
tionary regime. He talked indeed of ' linking again the
chain of tradition which had been broken during a period of
nefarious crimes', and 1814 was to him 1 not the first but
the nineteenth year of his reign. But he frankly accepted
THE CON- ^e social work of the Revolution, and issued
STITUTIONAL (4 June 1814) a Charter of aa exceedingly lib-
CHARTER eral character. Under this constitution there
were to be two legislative chambers; a responsible ministry,
1Cf, Charles II of England